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^CaZs front English History, by C. M Yonge (Macmillan & Co., 5 , ). 
Cameos /to g Yonee’s series will receive a warm welcome m 

ma°y h"m° “ This volume deal* with the end of the Stewarts (, 66a-, 748). 
Tils ad. by tbe .ay, .bat we are not allowed any longer to spell 
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predecessors is to give it ample praise. The girl who reads the volume 
will have a certain intimacy with the personages of the period which she 
would hardly get otherwise except at the cost of a wide course of reading 
of French and English memoirs. 

Character as seen in Body and Parentage , by F. Jordan (Kegan 
Paul & Co., 5/-). The third edition of Mr. Jordan’s book goes to prove its 
popularity. It is extremely interesting, full of shrewd observation and 
able inference. It is very nice to know that “ the defiant figures” (upright 
spine) of Burns, Byron and Goethe account for the poets, and that the 
curved spines of Ruskin, Newman, Johnson and Napoleon account, on the 
other hand, for the varied developments of these great men ; that the 
impassioned woman makes a bad step-mother, while the unimpassioned 
"Oman is kind to another woman’s children. But there is a completeness 
about the whole theory which is not satisfactory. One feels that too much 
is proved, that a little is sacrificed, here and there, to smart epigrammatic 
writing, and that the author begins with his theory and marshals his facts 
3 ( 1 u" t0 sus , ta ’ n h' s ar gument. Every contribution, however, to the 
C ara ^ ter ’ s interesting, and this volume should be of use, though, 
perhaps, not always in the direction the author intends. 
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might be put into the hands of a thoughtful girl entering on her teens. It 
could hardly fail to help her to grow into gentle womanhood. 

Education and Modern Secularism , by C. W. Formby (Longmans, 3/-). 
We cannot better describe this important and deeply interesting volume 
than in the words of the Bishop of Rochester, who writes the preface : — “ It 
seems to me in a true sense to hit the gold. The subject discussed is one, 
or part of one, upon which much has been said. But I do not seem 
myself to have seen the particular issue brought out with so much 
clearness, or shown to be so important, or pressed with so much serious 
earnestness, as here by him. He starts from the assertion that Secularism 
— used intentionally in a very wide sense to express the influence of the 
material side of life and thought — is immensely, unduly, and most dan- 
gerously dominant as an influence, or atmosphere, or (to use Mr. Balfour’s 
word) climate : and his main thesis is that this is largely due to the faults 
and neglects of contemporary education on its religious side.” We can 
add nothing to these words of wisdom. 

The Kitchen Maid , by Mary F. Guillimard (Constable and Co., 3/6). 
The Kitchen Maid is Cinderella, and the dear old story is done into a play, 
and, we think, loses a great deal in the process. Still there are pretty and 
amusing passages, and the group of children on the title page is charming. 

My Boyhood (Murray, 2/6), by H. C. Barkley. A book that would 
interest boys, as being full of boyish escapades remembered gleefully by 
the author. Possibly he bids too openly for the favour of boys by con- 
demning, as a boy would, every kind of restriction which his mad pranks 
made necessary. Many of the episodes are interesting and amusing. 

Side-Lights on Shakspere , by L. Rossi and E. M. Corbould (Swan, 
Sonnenschein and Co.) This is a useful piece of work. The authors have 
written for students preparing for examination, but instead of giving the 
necessary information in the dreary form of notes they have incorporated 
it in a readable and interesting text. 

The Oriel Window , by Mrs. Molesworth (MacMillan and Co.) I he 
children who know and love Mrs. Molesworth will rejoice in another book 
from her pen with the usual bright talk, lively incidents, pleasant children, 
and wise parents. 

Nursery Rhymes (S. P. C. K , i/6), collected and illustrated by W alter 
J. Morgan. We are grateful to Mr. Morgan for a pretty illustrated book 
of the favourite nursery rhymes and fables, lhe fox without a tail is an 
especially spirited drawing, 

The House of Joy, by Lawrence Housman (Kegan Paul, Irench & Co.) 
Mr. Housman has caught the trick of the fairy tale, inconsequence and 
fitness go hand in hand, the unexpected happens, vistas open out of 
stone walls, and, what few modern authors are able to accomplish, there is 
an air of fidelity to fact, of faithful narrative, about the whole which makes 
the reader able, like the “Marchioness” with the “orange peel wine, 
to make believe very much. Children will live in this “ House of Joy, and 
we elders offer a glad welcome to a new teller of fairy tales. Mr. Housman 
illustrations have the air mystical, magical and sympathetic, which ma cs 
them part and parcel of the tales. The Story of the Herons is especia y 
charming. 
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House of Education. — We have received the class list depending 
the Christmas examinations in the theory and pract.ce of education. 
First Class .— Mildred Clarke, Mabel Conder. 

Second Class . — Margaret Neild, May Earwaker, Gertrude Flewker. 
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REPORT ON NATURE NOTE BOOKS. Christmas, 1896. 

Nine Books. 

Class I. — 1, Miss M. P. Earwaker; 2, Miss G. Flewker (2nd year); 
3, Miss M. Mac Sheehy. 

Class II— 4, Miss M. R. Clarke ; 5, Miss Edith Gray. 

Class III— 6, Miss Mabel Conder; 7, Miss M. R. Neild ; 8, Miss M. 
Powers ; 9, Miss G. Edwards. 

Miss Earwaker takes a very clear lead with her beautiful drawings of 
both plants and insects and excellent Nature Notes. The flower-drawing 
of the first class is very good throughout. If Miss Mabel Conder’s 
drawings had been equal to her charming Nature Notes, she would have 
taken a much higher place. Some of the Lecture Notes are well thought 
out and well expressed. HERBERT D. GELDART. 

2 nd January , 1897. 


REPORT ON NATURE NOTE BOOKS. July, 1896. 

[Not published earlier .) 

I have received four books only, and place them in order of merit : — 
Crouch^ 7—1 ’ MiSS LiHan Gray: 2 ’ Miss E - L - Mulloney ; 3, Miss Ethel 
Class III — Miss Kathleen Conder. 

drawino-c f ^ ar< ^ ' vor k > n the first class is well maintained. Miss Gray s 
accurate wplT nature are ver y good; her lecture notes are full, very 
whole bonk ’ ^ x P re ® se<E ar| d illustrated with excellent diagrams, and her 
somt verv n Written and caref “% a Pelt- Miss Mulloney has 

seized b/EeP^r 1 ^ ° f insects - Miss Crouch’s note of “Fish 
very interesting. ^ M ‘ SS Conder ’ s account of “Cat-Rabbits/' are both 

HERBERT D. GELDART. 
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EXTRACTS FROM REPORT ON EXAMINATION IN CARD- 
BOARD SLOYD. December, 1896. 

“The work of the candidates for the Teacher’s Certificate was of the 
highest order, and fully proved the deep interest taken in cardboard sloyd 
at the House of Education.” 

“Avery successful beginning has been made with leather embossing, 
and, as usual, some very good specimens of wood carving, bent-iron work, 
clay modelling, bookbinding, repoussee, basket work, and chair caning 
were shown.” 

The Teacher’s Certificate of the First Class has been gained by Misses 

M. Disbrey, M. J. Flower, H. J. Morony, and A. M. Young; and the 
Elementary Certificate by Misses E. Beddow, E. Smith, E. R. Gray, 

N. Clark, E. M. Hartley, M. L. Mackenzie, A. Moore, and M. Page. 

(Signed) WILLIAM MARSH, Examiner. 


We have received a generous gift of £5 for books from Sir Thomas Dyke 
Acland (the father, as some of our readers will know, of two of our most 
valued P.N.E.U. workers, Mrs. Hart Davis and Mrs. Anson). This 
enables us to purchase for the use of the students twelve copies of Sir 
Thomas Acland’s invaluable introduction to philosophy, “ Knowledge , 
Duty , a?id Faith together with some other books recommended by him 
for the College library — “ Types of Ethical Theory ,” by James Martineau ; 
“ Westcott's Gospel of Life ,” etc. 

(1) Parents' Review Translation Society. Subject for February: — 
Schiller’s poem, “ Wiirde der Fraueu” (an accurate rendering in English 
prose). 

(2) Parents' Review Literary Society. Subject for February : — Essays 
of Elia, first series. 

A paper of questions and instructions will be sent to those who join 
either or both of the above Societies on application to Miss Blogg, 
28, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[The Edita ? is not respo?isible Jo? the opinions oj Correspondents .] 

Dear Editor, — In the delightful and inspiring lecture which Mrs. 
Clement Parsons delivered to the Hyde Park and Bayswater Branch of the 
Union on Thursday, December 10th, she mentioned several books of 
poetry, which perhaps readers of the Review may like to know of. They 
are all good poetry, as Mrs. Parsons strongly deprecates offering anything 
but the very best to our little ones. I hope other branches may have the 
opportunity of hearing Mrs. Parsons — 

“A book of Nursery Songs and Rhymes,” collected by the Rev. Baring Gould, 
decorated by Members of the Birmingham Art School, published by Methuen Sc Co. 

“ Poems (or Songs ?) for Little People,” by Norman Gale. Publisher, Constable. 
“W. V., Her Book and various Verses,” by William Canton; and “Rhymes 
about a little woman,” bound with “The Invisible Playmate, b) same autioi. 
Both published by Isbister. 


